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The Beltline Urban Murals Project is an award-winning community-driven project to
showcase art, promote tourism, improve the public realm and build community spirit
in Calgary. Now entering its seventh year, BUMP has curated a diverse portfolio of
local, national and international artists who have created visually stunning, inspiring
and beautiful murals in Calgary. 

Public art can enrich communities, create beautiful and captivating places, challenge
our ideas, provoke discussion and add beauty to the everyday. This vision will
continue to expand this year in the 2023 BUMP Festival celebrating art, music and
community.

BUMP celebrates the Beltline's diversity, talent and vibrant character through works
of art that are thought-provoking, whimsical, awe-inspiring, creative and powerful. We
believe that art belongs in public and buildings are the best canvasses.

Since its inception in 2017, BUMP has enriched the character of the Beltline with over
100 murals that capture the imagination of residents and visitors in a celebration of
the visual arts.

 

ABOUT 
BUMP

YYCBUMP.CA   |  @YYCBUMP

https://yycbump.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/yycbump/?hl=en




HOW DOES IT WORK?
(1) Building owners are solicited for their interest in participating by BUMP staff.

(2)  Interested building owners express their desire to participate in the program and
are considered for the project. A shortlist of candidate buildings will be finalized in
late winter.

(3) In early spring, artist applications are submitted, and a shortlist is created.

(4)  In late spring, candidate building owners are provided with the portfolios of the
shortlisted artists and are asked to rank their preferences. Artists and buildings are
matched up based on artist and building owner preferences. There will be more walls
than artists. If a wall is not assigned an artist, the wall will be reconsidered for the
following year.

(5)  In early summer, artists work to create a concept for the mural, with final approval
from the building owner and jury.

(6)  In August, murals are installed on buildings and the BUMP festival, along with
mural tours, parties, artist talks and other events.

(7) Upon completion of the mural in late August or early September, building owners
take over the care and maintenance of the mural.

WHY HAVE A MURAL?
A mural is a great way to attract attention to your building, draw more customers to
your business, and invest in your community. Murals make buildings more attractive
to passersby, add character to your space, support the creative arts and improve the
environment around your property. Your building will be showcased on the BUMP
website and the social media accounts of thousands of Calgarians. People are
attracted to great places, and art can make any place great.





DO I HAVE A SAY IN WHICH
ARTIST WILL BE ASSIGNED TO
MY WALL?
Yes. After buildings and artists are shortlisted for the project, building owners are
provided with proposals from the artists for their review. The owners indicate their
ranked preferences of which artist they prefer for their building. At this stage,
building owners must indicate any artists they would not want for their building to
ensure that no artist is assigned to the wrong building. Think of it as online dating
for murals - we won’t match you with anyone you are not interested in, and we will
try and match you with the artist that best fits your preferences. 

DO I HAVE A SAY IN WHAT THE
MURAL WILL BE?
Building owners have some input into the creative process of concept design for the
mural once an artist is assigned. BUMP is funded by various sources and is
mandated to provide public benefit and foster artistic creativity through the
program. Murals are not intended as advertising for the building or business and are
not intended to express the owner's ideas. However, the building owner has final
approval of the concept. A new building will be assigned to the artist in exceptional
circumstances where the building owner cannot agree upon a concept. The building
will be removed from the project for reconsideration the following year. 

DO I PAY FOR THE MURAL?
In most situations, BUMP provides the total funding for the installation of the
murals within the Beltline district. Ongoing maintenance costs, including
graffiti removal, will be your responsibility, though these costs are low.
Alternative funding sources may be available for buildings outside of the
Beltline. We welcome private sponsorships, grants, and other resources to
fund murals. Please get in touch with us to discuss if this is an option.



SPONSORSHIPS
To fund the BUMP Festival and special events, BUMP partners with
organizations for sponsorships. A corner of the mural will indicate the
artist’s name, the BUMP logo and a partnering sponsor.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE
MURAL IS ON MY BUILDING?
WHAT IF THE MURAL IS
TAGGED?
BUMP provides anti-graffiti protection for all the murals; however, as it is a
grant-based program, it has no ongoing funding and is not responsible for
maintaining the mural. While graffiti is rare on murals, it can be easily removed
with a power washer or the correct solvent if treated with an anti-graffiti
coating. BUMP will provide owners with instructions.

Murals are required to remain on the building for a period of at least five years
after installation. While it is not required, we encourage building owners to add
lighting to their walls and murals to help deter any graffiti and mitigate the
long-term cost of maintaining the mural. 





TESTIMONIALS

ONE PROPERTIES
It is important that our company supports
the arts community in Calgary, and we were
excited for the opportunity to work with
BUMP’s team and artists to achieve this
effectively. We hope to see more BUMP
murals and projects throughout the city in
future years.

CITY OF CALGARY
City Councillor Druh Farrell stated this year that “BUMP is the most
powerful public art project in Calgary’s History.” As a citizen, and a
City of Calgary staff member, I agree with Councillor Farrell. BUMP
has been able to achieve this positive impact on Calgary due to
their professionalism and the quality of their organization…Talking
with the artists that worked on the murals, they also echoed that
the organization was easy to work with, and they enjoyed the entire
process. BUMP has made Calgary a better place to be. I would
highly encourage future organizations, businesses, and individuals
to collaborate with BUMP.

ALPHA HOUSE SOCIETY
We are grateful to have been able to work with
such a dedicated team of coordinators and the
artists they engage… On top of the mural being a
beautiful piece of accessible public art, it had the
additional benefit of raising staff and client
morale. To Alpha House, the mural became a
visible representation of community and
transformation that we continue to appreciate.

BRIDGELAND-RIVERSIDE 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Beautiful murals were created at the gateway to our
community. We are so pleased with the quality and
calibre of work BUMP delivered. These newly minted
murals are the subject of many photos on social
media. They are raising the profile of our park space,
giving our community the welcoming, colourful and
vibrant entrance we desired.



CONTACT
If you are interested in
donating a wall, please fill
out the following Google
Form.

For more information,
visit our website at
yycbump.ca or contact
paint@beltlineyyc.ca.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDMVtMwLFa9QEl0em1P5uT69DwJdcutaEWA-joIlldyAu5mA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://yycbump.ca/

